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Dear Conspectus Borealis Reader,
We truly appreciate you taking the time to read our 2022 publication, the 7th Volume of
Conspectus Borealis, the Honors Program sponsored undergraduate journal at Northern Michigan
University. Conspectus Borealis is made up of Honors Program students that volunteer to review and
edit submissions, which can come from any Northern Michigan University undergraduate student.
Since the first volume’s publication in 2016, we have reached over 38,000 total downloads across
171 countries! Our authors come from all areas of study, and the topics that their submissions cover
are incredibly diverse. This year’s issue will contain six written works and both creative and
scholarly.
The first paper in this issue is Grace Gronowski’s Feminine Agency in Shakespeare’s ‘The
Merchant of Venice’ and ‘Antony and Cleopatra.’ In this work, Grace examines two of
Shakespeare’s most famous plays through a lens of feminism and how strong female characters
escape their abusive situations by reclaiming their autonomy. The second work is a poem by Ruby
Simoneau and is titled Moon Run, in which Ruby’s sensory details are enough to transport the reader
directly into the story to feel the mysterious pull of the lake. Next is Akasha Khalsa’s article,
Warrioress in White: A Semiotic Analysis of America’s Joan of Arc in ‘The Women of Copper
Country.’ Akasha analyzes the portrayal of Anna “Annie” Clements as a Joan of Arc figure in the
fictionalized historical novel, The Women of Copper Country. The fourth article, written by Mandy
Helppi, is titled Feminist Approach to Clinical Psychology. In this article, Mandy describes how the
social discrimination that individuals face can have an effect on their clinical treatment, and how
utilizing the feminist approach to clinical psychology can increase patient wellness and provide better
treatment. The following submission is by Adan Mulvaney, titled Zamzaroo, Zarang, and the Rabbit
Men. Adan’s piece is another creative work, in which the narrator recalls stories about a man named
Zarang, and his pet rabbit Zamzaroo. The narrator reminisces on the relationship that they built with

Zarang and the impact that he had on the narrator’s life. The final article in this year’s publication is
titled Progression of Indigenous Environmental Conflicts in the UP in Correlation to the National
Development of Indigenous Legal and Social Power by Katarina Rotthorn. In the paper, Katarina
examines the negative impact that American society has had on Indigenous populations, and how
Indigenous people are working to reclaim their rights and traditions.
I would like to finish this letter by thanking all of the people that made this submission period
possible. First, I would like to thank Dr. Anna Zimmer, our faculty advisor, and the Honors Program
at Northern Michigan University for the support and encouragement that they have given us. Without
them, we wouldn’t be where we are today. I would also like to thank Kevin McDonough, our website
manager, and Ben Gaunt, our BePress consultant, for the help they have given us with maintaining
our website and editing system. Next, I would like to thank our reviewers who contributed so much
time and effort to make this year’s submission happen. Thank you to Lexi Laws, our assistant editor,
Abby LaForest, Autumn Champlin, Andie Balenger, Katarina Rothhorn, Mary Kelly, Ali Deutsch,
Bailey Johnson, Lauren Zimny, Sylvia Bednarczyk, Gwen Paulson, and Hannah Jenkins. Finally, I
would like to thank the authors of this submission for sharing their work with us. It is because of the
authors that we are able to share a diverse and engaging publication with you. Thank you again to
everyone who has helped us grow as a journal. We are so fortunate to be able to display such
incredible work in our journal, and we hope to continue doing so for many years to come.

Sincerely,
Bailey Gomes
Chief Editor of Conspectus Borealis 2022

